DECEMBER   1782                                                     83

Ships                          Commanders                       Consignments

Walpole     ......     Henr\  Churchill          St.   Helena,   Bencoolen

and China
Eat I of Sandwich ...     Charles Deane              Coast and China

. Deik Carnage       c,oasf and B
ro\           . .        ...    John Blackburne       )
Pnnie, Company's ship laden with naval stores.
And about the middle or latter end of February the five under-
mentioned will likewise be on their departure.
Ships                           Commanders            Consignments
General Elliolt     ...    John  Cotton               *\
Besborough          ...    Alexr.  Montgomerie    C Bombay
(rlatton        .        ...    Charles Drummond     )
Suhvan         .       . .    Stephen Williams           Bombay and China
Raymond   ...       ...    Joseph Hall                   St. Helena and Bombav
[2] Of the naval force ^vhich His Majesty has been gi*acioush pleased
to order for the East Indies, the ensuing season, three ships of the line and
a frigate are upon the e\e of sailing and will convey to you this letter.
Three ships of the line and two frigates will accompany the first division
of the Company's ships, on which will be embarked two thousand troops
and about four or five hundred of the Company's recruits; and by the
best information we ha\e been able to obtain two ships of the line at
least will sail shortly after the departure of the first convo\.
[3] We have directed our Presidencies of Fort St. George and
Bombay to consult with the Admiral to the best method to be pursued
for the security of the ships, composing the first fleet, on their approaching
the coast of India. For their fuller information and guidance we have
enclosed to them copy of the heads of such cautionary instructions as are
proposed by the admiralty to be given to the commanding officer of the
convoy going to the East Indies, and which we shall send to the Select
Committee at Bombay by the Company's packet the Nancy, now under
dispatch, with the most positive directions to conform thereto in every
particular. And our Select Committee at Madras are enjoined to convey
the latest intelligence of the state of affairs on the coast to Anjengo, that
upon the approach of the first fleet the commander of His Majesty's ships
may be fully informed thereof in order to provide for his own safety
and for the safety of the ships under his convoy.
[4] The state of affairs in Europe at present is so very unsettled
that we cannot give you more complete information on that head [than]
may be collected from the following enclosures.
The  King's  speech  at  the  opening of  the  present  session of
Parliament,